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Art Unit: 2615 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "A digital camera having image transfer method and 
system selectable from an image transfer option via user interface." 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Referring to claim 1, "a imaging system" should be replaced with "an imaging 
system." Appropriate correction is required. 

Referring to claim 1, "therebetween" should be replaced with "there between." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 8, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 1. See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 1 , Reele clearly describes a camera (camera 10) 
(Reele: figure 1) comprising: 

An imaging system (electronic image sensor 44, analog-to-digital (A/D) converter 46, 
and processor 48) that detects light and generates a digital image representative of 
the detected light (Reele: column 1, lines 63-67 and column 2, lines 1-4); 

A memory (memory unit 52) that stores images generated by the imaging system 
(Reele: column 2, lines 4-9 and figure 3); 

A user interface (operator control interface 22) for receiving instructions from a user, 
including a transfer instruction to transmit one or more selected digital images to a 
selected address (remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 38-49 and figure 3); 

A wireless radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 24) for establishing data 
communication with a cellular device (cellular phone 28) having a compatible 
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wireless radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 26) by transmitting and 
receiving radio frequency signals (Reele: column 3, lines 1-13 and figure 2); 

A transfer logic that, in response to the transfer instruction, causes the radio 
frequency transceiver (interface connector 24) to transmit one or more selected 
digital images to a cellular device (cellular phone 28) and to transmit connection 
instructions that cause the cellular device (cellular phone 28) to establish 
communication with a network (remote location) and to transmit the one or more 
selected digital images to the selected address (transfer location) (Reele: column 5, 
lines 25-49 and figure 2); and 

A microprocessor for controlling the imaging system (camera control unit 50), the 
memory (memory unit 52), the user interface (operator control interface 22), the 
radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 24) and the transfer logic, and for 
controlling data communications there between (Reele: column 3, lines 16-27, lines 
60-64, and figure 3). 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 3. See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 3, Reele clearly describes the digital camera (digital 
camera 10) as set forth in claim 1 wherein the selected address includes a plurality 
of addresses (after camera 10 has established a connection to the cellular phone 28, 
dialing any phone number to connect to the remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 
25-38). 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 8. See all material cited in the 
specification. Referring to claim 8, Reele clearly describes the digital camera (digital 
camera 10) as set forth in claim 1 further includes a removable memory card for 
storing digital images (memory unit 52 preferably includes a PCMIA interface slots 
for removable nonvolatile flash EEPROM memory cards) (Reele: column 3, lines 35- 
42 and figure 3). 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 17. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 17, Reele clearly describes digital camera 
(camera 10) comprising (Reele: figure 1): 

A memory (memory unit) for storing digital images (Reele: column 2, lines 4-9); 

A wireless short range radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 24) for 
communicating with a proximity device (cellular phone 28) having a compatible 
wireless short range radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 26) (Reele: 
column 3, lines 1-13 and figure 2); 

A user interface (operator control interface 22) allowing a user to select a transfer 
mode and select one or more digital images from the memory to be transferred, the 
user interface further allowing the user to select a destination address (remote 
location) for the one or more digital images (column 5, lines 38-49 and figure 3); and 

A transfer logic that, in response to the transfer mode being selected, generates 
transfer instructions causing the short range radio frequency transceiver (interface 
connector 24) to establish communication with a proximity device (cellular phone 28) 
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for transferring the selected one or more digital images to the proximity device for 
further transfer to the destination address (remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 
25-49 and figure 2). Further note that it is inherent that communication between the 
camera 10 and the cellular phone 28 must be of a short range communication in that 
they both are communicating within the same vicinity of each other. 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 18. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 18, Reele clearly describes the digital camera 
as set forth in claim 17 wherein the transfer instructions further include instructions 
transmitted to the proximity device (cellular phone 28) causing the proximity device 
(cellular phone 28) to establish a wireless network connection to a remote network 
(remote location) and to transmit the one or more selected digital images to the 
destination address accessible by the remote network (Reele: column 5, lines 25-46 
and figure 2). 

Reele clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 19. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 19, Reele clearly describes the digital camera 
as set forth in claim 18 wherein the proximity device is a cellular phone (cellular 
phone 28) having a compatible wireless short range radio frequency transceiver 
(interface connector 26) configured to communicate with the digital camera (camera 
10), the cellular phone being capable of establishing the wireless network 
connection (Reele: column 3, lines 1-5 and figure 2). Further note that it is inherent 
that communication between the camera 10 and the cellular phone 28 must be of a 
short range communication in that they both are communicating within the same 
vicinity of each other (as stated in claim 17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 103 that form 
the basis for rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 21, 22, and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,750,902 to Steinberg et al. 

Regarding claim 2, Reele describes the camera as set forth in claim 1 , but does not 
teach the camera wherein the transfer logic includes instructions for disconnecting 
communication with the cellular device (cellular phone 28) when the images are 
transferred thereto (Reele: column 5, lines 43-46). Steinberg describes a 
communication device 10 (proximity device) that automatically connects to network 
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16 and downloads the images from the camera and subsequently disconnects from 
the network 16 (Steinberg: column 5, lines 30-73 and figure 2). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Reele to 
include disconnecting the digital image from the memory of the digital camera after 
the digital image is transmitted to the proximity device. One would have been 
motivated to combine the method of Reele to include disconnecting the digital image 
from the memory of the digital camera after the digital image is transmitted to the 
proximity device of Steinberg in that doing so would avoid the concern of the need to 
connect the camera or its removable device to local computer to perform operations 
as it is automatic (Steinberg: column 3, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 21, Reele describes a system for transferring one or more data files 
from an electronic device to one or more destination addresses, the system 
comprising: 

A selection routine (image transfer selector) that, in response to a request to 
transfer, reads data (images) from the electronic device (cellular phone 28) and 
allows selection of one or more data files (images) for transfer and allows selection 
of one or more destination addresses (remote locations) to be associated to the one 
or more data files (images) (Reele: column 5, lines 38-49 and figure 3); and 

A transfer logic for causing the electronic device (camera 10) to transfer the one or 
more data Wm (images) to a proximity device (cellular phone 28) via radio frequency 
communications, the transfer logic including logic for instructing the proximity device 
(cellular phone 28) to transfer the one or more data files (images) to the one or more 
destination addresses (remote locations) (Reele: column 5, lines 25-49 and figure 3). 

However, Reele does not teach a transfer application for receiving one or more 
requests to transfer one or more data files (or images). Steinberg describes an 
apparatus for receiving image data (or transferring) from a camera and transmit the 
data to a remote computer along with additional annotation data including but not 
limited to time and date, user information, location information, and camera 
information. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the system of Reele to include a transfer application for receiving one or 
more requests to transfer one or more data files (or images). One would have been 
motivated to combine the system of Reele to include a transfer application for 
receiving one or more requests to transfer one or more data files (or images) of 
Steinberg in that one would want to send image data directly from the camera to a 
network (Steinberg: column 1, lines 53-65). 

Regarding claim 22, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system as set 
forth in claim 21 wherein the electronic device is a digital camera (camera 10) 
(Reele: figure 1). 

Regarding claim 24, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system set 
forth in claim 21 , wherein the proximity device (communication device 10) is a 
telephone (can be any type of network device like a phone switch which is used with 
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a phone) connected to a network via a cable (connected to network 16 through line 
32) (Steinberg: column 4, lines 9-26, and figure 1). 

Regarding claim 25, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system set 
forth in claim 21, wherein the proximity device is a cellular device (cellular phone 28) 
(Reele: column 3, lines 1-5 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 26, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system set 
forth in claim 21, wherein the transfer logic is formed as software, hardware, or a 
combination of both. Specifically, Reele describes the use of discrete hardware 
components (Reele: column 3, lines 23-35 and figure 3). 

Regarding claim 27, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system set 
forth in claim 21 , wherein the one or more destination addresses include addresses 
accessible over a network (remote location) (after camera 10 has established a 
connection to the cellular phone 28, dialing from a plurality of phone numbers to 
connect to the remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 25-49 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 28, Reele in view of Steinberg further describes the system set 
forth in claim 21, further including a radio frequency transceiver (interface connector 
24) for communicating with the proximity device (cellular phone 28) (Reele: column 
3, lines 1-5 and figure 2). 

7. Claims 10, 11, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,666,159 to Parulski et al. 

Regarding claim 10, Reele describes the limitation of claim 10 as described in claim 
1 . However, Reele does not teach the selected destination address to the proximity 
device. Parulski describes a cellular telephone and a camera unit 48 that are 
combined (Parulski: column 4, lines 26-29). Parulski also describes images 
containing header ID information specifying the address to send the selected images 
to the specified receiver via a network (receiver units A-C) (Parulski: column 4, lines 
7-40; figures 1 and 9). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the digital camera, proximity device, and network of Reele to 
include the ID information specifying the destination address to send the selected 
images to the specified receiver via a network. One would have been motivated to 
combine the digital camera, proximity device, and network of Reele to include the ID 
information specifying the destination address to send the selected images to the 
specified receiver via a network of Parulski in order to provide a camera having a 
programmable transmission capability for selectively transmitting electronic image 
data to a plurality of remote receive units (Parulski: column 1, lines 37-41 ^coupling 
the camera and the phone unit to transmit images to a receiver is quick and easy 
(Parulski: column 1, lines 27-41). 
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Regarding claim 11, Reele in view of Parulski further describes the method of claim 
10 wherein the selected address includes a plurality of addresses (after camera 10 
has established a connection to the cellular phone 28, dialing any phone number to 
connect to the remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 25-38). 

Regarding claim 12, Reele in view of Parulski describes the method as set forth in 
claim 10, but does not teach the method further including after the radio frequency 
communication is established, allowing the user to access information stored on the 
proximity device (cellular phone 28) including an address book and selecting one or 
more addresses from the address book. However examiner takes Official Notice 
that is old and well known within the art for cellular devices (such as cell phones) to 
have information stored including an address book (phone number list) where one or 
more numbers can be selected from the address book. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method to include an 
address book in the proximity device in that the user would want to transmit image 
data to remote locations (Reele: column 1, lines 47-53). 

Regarding claim 14, Reele in view of Parulski describes the method as set forth in 
claim 10 further including allowing the user to select one or more destination 
addresses from addresses stored on the proximity device (after camera 10 has 
established a connection to the cellular phone 28, dialing any phone number to 
connect to the remote location) (Reele: column 5, lines 25-38). 

8. Claims 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,666,159 to 
Parulski et al. further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,750,902 to Steinberg et al. 

Regarding claim 1 3, Reele in view of Parulski describes the method as set forth in 
claim 10, but does not describe the method further including deleting the digital 
image from the memory of the digital camera after the digital image is transmitted to 
the proximity device. Steinberg describes a communication device 10 (proximity 
device) that automatically connects to network 16 and downloads the images from 
the camera and subsequently disconnects from the network 16. Upon completion of 
the downloading and receiving confirmation from destination 18, the device 10 can 
the delete image data from the camera (Steinberg: column 5, lines 30-73 and figure 
2). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the method of Reele to include deleting the digital image from the memory of the 
digital camera after the digital image is transmitted to the proximity device. One 
would have been motivated to combine the method of Reele to include deleting the 
digital image from the memory of the digital camera after the digital image is 
transmitted to the proximity device of Steinberg in that doing so would avoid the 
concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable device to local computer 
to perform operations as it is automatic (Steinberg: column 3, lines 6-10). 
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Regarding claim 16, Reel in view of Parulski describes the method as set forth in 
claim 10, but does not teach the method further including transmitting offline 
instructions to the proximity device causing the proximity device to transmit the 
selected digital image to the remote network after the radio frequency. Steinberg 
describes that device 10 can be programmed to operate a camera "off-line" 
(Steinberg: column 5, lines 18-29) and select image data can be transmitted 
(Steinberg: column 1 1 , lines 24-29). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Reele in view of Parulski to include 
transmitting offline instructions to the proximity device causing the proximity device 
to transmit the selected digital image to the remote network after the radio 
frequency. One would have been motivated to combine the method of Reele in view 
of Parulski to include transmitting offline instructions to the proximity device causing 
the proximity device to transmit the selected digital image to the remote network 
after the radio frequency of Steinberg in that doing so would avoid the concern of the 
need to connect the camera or its removable device to local computer to perform 
operations as it is automatic (Steinberg: column 3, lines 6-10). 

9. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,666,159 to Parulski et al. 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,167,469 to Safai et al. 

Regarding claim 15, Reele in view Parulski describes the method as set forth in 
claim 10, but does not teach the method further including providing a user interface 
allowing the user to select one or more digital images to be transferred and allowing 
the user to select one or more addresses to which the one or more digital images 
are to be transferred. Safai describes the selected address is on or more email 
addresses (as shown in the confirmation box 456 of figure 4E) (Safai: column 12, 
lines 1-14 and figure 4E). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the method of Reele in view of Parulski to further include 
providing a user interface allowing the user to select one or more digital images to 
be transferred and allowing the user to select one or more addresses to which the 
one or more digital images are to be transferred. One would have been motivated to 
combine the method of Reele in view of Parulski to include providing a user interface 
allowing the user to select one or more digital images to be transferred and allowing 
the user to select one or more addresses to which the one or more digital images 
are to be transferred of Safai in that many people can not afford a personal 
computer and there is an acute need to bypass the use of a computer to send 
pictures (Safai: column 2, lines14-25). 

10. Claims 4, 5, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,567,502 to 
Zellner et al. 

Regarding claim 4, Reele describes the digital camera as set forth in claim 1 , but 
does not teach the camera wherein the wireless radio frequency transceiver 



Application/Control Number: 10/000,029 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2615 

operates according to IEEE 802.11 communications protocol. Zellner describes 
wireless connectivity in a LAN 39 connection between a remote device 37 and the 
host device 41 in a device-to-device connectivity based on Bluetooth technology or 
802.1 1 protocols from the IEEE (Zellner: column 8, lines 5-13). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the digital camera of 
Reele to include the wireless radio frequency transceiver operating according to 
IEEE 802.1 1 communications protocol. One would have been motivated to combine 
the camera of Reele to include the wireless radio frequency transceiver operating 
according to IEEE 802.1 1 communications protocol of Zellner in that communication 
over a Bluetooth-based or 802.1 1 -based network is desirable because of a lack of 
directionality in a wireless transmission that is based on radio technology (Zellner: 
column 8, lines 10-13). 

Regarding claim 5, Reele describes the digital camera as set forth in claim 1, but 
does not teach the camera wherein wireless radio frequency transceiver is a 
Bluetooth transceiver. As explained in claim 4, Zellner describes wireless 
connectivity in a LAN 39 connection between a remote device 37 and the host 
device 41 in a device-to-device connectivity based on Bluetooth technology or 
802.1 1 protocol from the IEEE (Zellner: column 8, lines 5-13). 

Regarding claim 20, Reele describes the digital camera as set forth in claim 17, but 
does not teach the camera wherein the wireless short range radio frequency 
transceiver is configured to operate according to one of IEEE 802.11 protocol and 
Bluetooth protocol. As explained in claims 4 mM, Zellner describes wireless 
connectivity in a LAN 39 connection between a remote device 37 and the host 
device 41 in a device-to-device connectivity based on Bluetooth technology or 
802.1 1 protocol from the IEEE (Zellner: column 8, lines 5-13). 

11. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,750,902 to Steinberg et al. 
further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,522,889 to Aarnio. 

Regarding claim 23, Reele in view of Steinberg describes the system as set forth in 
claim 21 , but does not teach the system wherein the electronic device is a personal 
data assistant. Aarnio describes a system 10 wherein the mobile station 12 (MS12) 
is a PDA (Aarnio: column 2, lines 61-65, and figure 1). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Reele in view of 
Steinberg to include an electronic device as a PDA. One would have been 
motivated to combine the system of Reele in view of Steinberg to include an 
electronic device such as a PDA in that it is well known in the art that a mobile 
telephone, PDA, as well as any other type of wireless communication devices (MS 
12) are used to communicate through a mobile wireless network (Aarnio: column 2, 
lines 61-67). 
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12. Claims 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,893,037 to Reele et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,167,469 to 
Safai et al. 

Regarding claim 6, Reele describes the camera as set forth in claim 1 , but does not 
teach the camera wherein the radio frequency transceiver is formed on a removable 
communications card. Safai describes a digital camera wherein the radio frequency 
transceiver (communication interface 718) is formed on a removable 
communications card (communication interface 718 is described as a local area 
network (LAN) card; commonly known that LAN cards are removable) (Safai: column 
18, lines 3-17 and figure 7). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the digital camera of Reele to include the radio frequency 
transceiver being formed on a removable communications card. One would have' 
been motivated to combine the camera of Reele to include the radio frequency 
transceiver being formed on a removable communications card of Safai in that since 
a camera usually requires the user to first connect to a personal computer to send 
images, and personal computers are not always easily accessible, an acute need to 
simplify sending images from the camera user to someone else is necessary (Safai: 
column 2, lines 14-25). 

Regarding claim 7, Reele in view of Safai further describes the digital camera as set 
forth in claim 1, wherein the imaging system includes a charge coupled device 
(CCD) (Safai: column 1 , lines 20-30). 

Regarding claims 9, Reele in view of Safai further describes the digital camera as 
set forth in claim 1 , wherein the selected address is on or more email addresses (as 
shown in the confirmation box 456 of figure 4E) (Safai: column 12, lines 1-14 and 
figure 4E). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin M. Gagliostro whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7363. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on 571-272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the. Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kevin Gagliostro 05/23/2005 
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